
 

 

 
 
CONFIRMED MINUTES of Meeting held on: Monday 10th June 2019 
 
Councillors present: (Chair) Ron Neil, Cllr’s Robin Warnes, Debbie Brooks, John Retallack, Geoff 
Woollen, Alison Melvin, Elizabeth Savory, Clerk Sue Hodder and Deputy Clerk Karen Ray 
 
Appt of Vice Chairman. One nomination Cllr Debbie Brooks Proposed Cllr Warnes- Seconded Cllr 
Retallack  All agreed 

 

19/034 Apologies for Absence 
District Cllr Ken Carter and Cllr John Coney (Holiday) 

19/035 Chair’s Announcements  
Chair thanked everyone for their support over the last month since the Election  

19/036 Minutes of AGM Monday May 13th 2019 - Approved 
Matters arising None 

19/037 Declarations of Interests: Councillors are reminded of their responsibility to 
declare any disclosable pecuniary interest which they may have in any item of 
business on the agenda no later than when that item is reached. Unless 
dispensation has been granted, you may not participate in any discussion of, or 
vote on, any matter in which you have a pecuniary interest. You must withdraw 
from the room or chamber when the meeting discusses and votes on the matter. 

19/038 To consider requests for Dispensations to allow Councillors with Pecuniary 
Interests to speak and vote - None 

19/039 District Cllr David Ashcroft report 

• Blacknest Golf Club was causing a lot of calls and correspondence relating 
to the late night noise, he urged parishioners to ring EHDC Enviromental 
dept and register their complaints. 

• DA confirmed that he is meeting with Ken Carter to look at the way 
forward regarding attendance at Council meetings  

19/040 • Questions from the public (including those received by post or e-mail). 

• Ian Salisbury spoke of a feeling in the Community that we are accusing 
Claire Fargeot of lying and spreading misinformation in relation to 
Blacknest Fields asset review. When asked where this information was 
coming from Ian responded that was how Claire felt. Cllr Melvin noted that 
this situation was extremely regrettable. She feels it important not to be 
distracted from the work still needed to take forward work on the asset 
review that Claire had started and reiterated the Council’s thanks for the 
significant time and effort that Claire put into the role of chair. 

• Ian Salisbury asked if the license at Blacknest Golf Club could be restricted. 
District Cllr David Ashcroft felt this was very unlikely. 

• Broadview Farm Footpath 55 appeal was raised by Ian Salisbury who asked 
who would be representing the Council. He confirmed that Claire Fargeot 
was willing to attend on the behalf of the Council as she had been at the 
two previous hearings and had spoken. It was agreed that the Chair would 
write and confirm if Clair was happy to attend on our behalf. 



 

 

19/041 Finance and Governance 
a. Bank Reconciliation (January 2019)                                   Prop   DB   Sec RW 
b. List of Payments (Feb 28 2019)                                           Prop   DB   Sec RW 
c. Section1/Annual Governance Statement 2018/2019    Prop   DB Sec RW 
d. Section 2/Accounting Statement 2018/2019                   Prop   DB Sec RW 
e. Staff Contracts/Salaries (statement attached)                Prop   DB Sec RW 

All Councillors approved A to E 
Cllr Melvin noted that she is pleased that the salaries review is now complete and 
thanked the Clerk and Deputy Clerk for their patience during the review. 

19/042 Committee Report: 
Highways (report attached) 
Working Party: 
The Blacknest Fields: 
The Clerk read an e-mail from Graham Clague regarding the subject (copy 
attached) 
Cllr Brooks then read a statement on behalf of Binsted Parish Council.  
Ian Salisbury had been approached by an outside body asking if it was true that we 
were selling. He praised Graham Clague’s e-mail. He stated that he was not here to 
cause trouble. 
Ian Salisbury mentioned that it was good to see that another meeting of the BNF 
would take place, but felt that in order for the community to have confidence in 
the Parish Council we should take a vote on the question of whether to sell the 
BNF. Cllr Neil confirmed that due process would follow. 
Cllr Brooks confirmed that the meeting held on May 7th was informal, there was no 
agenda, no public and no councillor business. It was purely a meet and greet 
following the elections. 
Charles Ironside Ashfield Blacknest felt that the BNF should stay as it is. 

19/043 Clerks Notices: 
a. Larch Trees at the Rec.  The Clerk reported that she had spoken to 

Marco Ripamonti (Tree Surgeon). He is strongly against pruning the 
Larches for the following reasons: There are growing /structural 
defects and are located in a predominantly open-wind environment. 
Any action taken at this point concerning pruning or cutting the top 
will aggravate their condition. If the top is cut, the conifers in a mature 
stage will stop growing and will gradually die. He would also 
discourage the planation of young trees in between the Larches as 
they would take nutrients, water and light, making their growth very 
hard. Finally, cutting the tops will disrupt their natural shape and lose 
their aesthetic appeal. 
The decision was to have the trees removed also from a Health and 
Safety aspect.      Prop DB Sec ES 

b. Binsted Defibrillator Maintenance Contract. The Defib is now out of 
the 2year free period. The cost of an annual maintenance contract is 
£126. 
Prop 

19/044 Chairman’s closing remarks.  
The chair confirmed that Bentley Station (Cllr Woollen) would be added to the July 
agenda 



 

 

Chairman: 

Date: 

 
 

Highways Committee Report - June 2019      

Rowledge: The most recent highways committee meeting held 14/05/19 was attended by Graham 

Precious of the Rowledge 20 is plenty group, he gave us an update on their schemes which mainly 

apply to the Surrey side due to HCC not recommending 20MPH zones. Graham seemed very happy 

with our schemes and both he and now Rowledge school have requested that we move forward 

with the Flashing school signs on School road. Unfortunately the correspondence from Rowledge 

schools head teacher came in too late for the item to be added to this meeting’s agenda for approval 

but it will be put forward for the next full parish council meeting.  

Speed signs: The movable speed signs submittal issued to Hampshire Highways had a couple 

of issues Ian Janes came out and visited those sites with me, amendments were made and 

subsequently tabled and approved in the highways meeting on the 14/05/19. The forms 

have now been amended and returned to Ian Janes I will chase an update and advise.  The 

movable flashing sign itself had been agreed and approved by full council the price has not 

altered (£3200 as approved) however an additional five brackets will be required in order to 

make installation on site easier (see details) which will come to £250 as it is £50 per bracket. 

Additional brackets will be added for approval in next month’s meeting. 

Whitehill and Bordon: The response to my E-Mail chasing funds and highways works from 

the project received a response which ultimately claimed that traffic levels had not 

increased as a result of the project stating- 

“Currently the traffic counter on the A325 to the north of Whitehill & Bordon shows that 

traffic volumes are still some way below those recorded at the time the traffic management 

study was produced. It therefore appears that, at this time, there is no evidence that 

development traffic from Whitehill and Bordon is contributing to increased traffic levels in 

Binsted Parish. In order to counter this claim Sue has asked Bentley to provide data which 

they have and I have obtained a number of statements from residents of Frith end, once I 

have suitable ammunition I will issue a counter response. 

More positive news Karen Brisley (Principal Transport Planner) HCC to meet with her 
regarding a study to investigate pedestrian accessibility improvements along the A325 from 

Meeting closed at 20.30 



 

 

B3004 (Forge Road) to county Boundary with Surrey. They are also going to review the 
layout of the Farnham/Dockenfield/Binsted Rd junction at BHO. 

Parking: We tried to get Neil Lewis from Alice Holt to attend regarding parking issues at 
Alice Holt but unfortunately he was away however he is invited to our next meeting where 
we intend to discuss the parking issues outside the forest.  

The highways meeting is set for July 18th here at the Pavilion at 7pm but the meeting with 
Karen Brisley (Principal Transport Planner) HCC is to be at 5pm. 

 

Finance Statement 

Staff Contracts 

During a review with our Auditor he pointed out that our two Clerks have not received any 

increase in their salary for the last two years, neither do they have contracts. As part of the 

internal auditing testing he would always check to see that the contracts of employment indicate 

that the salary scales and scale points match to the sums paid to staff. Contracts of employment 

have therefore been written for both clerks. Within these contracts it is made clear what their 

annual leave entitlements are alongside their revised salary with an appendixed Job Description. 

Also included is an annual appraisal summary which has also never been done. Should any 

member wish to view these please let me know. 

Salaries 

I have also reviewed their current salaries in accordance with the National Association of Local 

Councils who have used pay scales set up by Local Authorities for pay bargaining through the 

National Joint Council for Local Authorities for many years. 

Both Members of staff are now, within the guidance of our auditor, on the correct pay scale. I 

would propose therefore that since NALC reviews pay every April, that the new rates commence 

form then. I would seek this council’s approval for both the pay review and the arrears to be 

implemented immediately following this meeting. 

 

Chair Finance 

Cllr Debbie Brooks 

10/06/20 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

     

BLACKNEST FIELDS Statement 

The purpose of this agenda item is to remind members and others present about the remit 

and status of our working groups, to address some recent concerns surrounding Blacknest 

Fields and to make recommendations about the way forward to full Council. 

 

WORKING GROUPS  

Following the Binsted Parish Asset Review in 2018, five working groups were established- 

the Oval, the telephone box, the pavilion and recreation ground, car parking and Blacknest 

Fields. The purpose of these working groups was to have cross parish membership from 

interested parties who would seek to both explore options around each asset , as well as 

making recommendations to full council detailing the best way forward and any costs. The 

starting point for each group would be the results from the asset review. The working groups 

are not decision makers and as we have been reminded at the beginning of this meeting, 

only full council may make any necessary and relevant decisions in a public setting. Each 

working group is chaired by a councillor and actions are recorded. More recently the car 

parking working group has been subsumed into the pavilion and recreation working group. 

The telephone box working group is progressing well with full council approving some funds 

for it. The Oval working group have not yet met as an archaeological survey needed to take 

place, and the Blacknest fields group met on the 27th April for the first time. 

 

RECENT CONCERNS 

The actions that were recorded for the Blacknest group were: 

Claire Fargeot would discuss management plan and overall approach with Arboretum, 

SDNP and FC representatives on 29th April and report back. 

Claire to explore possibilities to cut grass or graze fields for reducing the thatch/swarm to 

allow other flora to flourish and populate. 

Claire to discuss tree survey and programme of works for hedging and fencing. 



 

 

Around this time, a member of the working group who also currently rents some of the space 

at the fields, also emailed our then Chair Claire Fargeot with a proposal to split the space, 

giving some for community areas and to purchase the rest of it. Both myself and our clerk 

were emailed the proposals by Claire requesting that this be discussed by us. None of what I 

have covered in terms of action or proposals has ever been brought to full council for a 

decision. 

Between then and now, it would appear that an unsubstantiated rumour began to circulate 

about the future of the fields, this rumour was that the Parish Council had decided to sell the 

fields and use the proceeds to fund other projects. It is not known exactly how this rumour 

began or by whom, but it is fair to say that it was listened to and acted upon by some parts of 

our community. These people then chose to send emails to the parish council voicing their 

concerns about this. It is also fair to say that some of these emails were inflammatory and 

accusatory.  As the member responsible for dealing with complaints and grievances I then 

issued an email which confirmed that this rumour was in no way fact, inviting those 

concerned to attend this evening where further clarity may be given, including the current 

position of full council. 

 

To summarise, the working group for Blacknest Fields have met under the chairmanship of 

Claire Fargeot. A number of significant actions were agreed, however the next meeting 

scheduled for the 25th May was cancelled by her. Additionally, the Chair also received an 

offer in writing from a current tenant to purchase some of the land. It would also be evident 

that no regard had been given to the Asset Review Survey Results. A rumour then 

circulating stating that full council had agreed to sell the fields. It is a matter of fact that no 

actions about Blacknest Fields have ever been brought to full council with the exception only 

of discussing the current lease on the fields. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Chair and current councillors, I have a number of recommendations to make following my 

“evidence based” investigation. These need to be agreed and recorded this evening; 

 

That Blacknest Fields working group continues to run alongside the three other working 

groups as was originally intended and that the group brings recommendations to full council 

for debate and final agreement. This is expected from all working groups. 

 



 

 

That the membership of all working groups be reviewed in the immediate future given that 

one year has now elapsed since their inception. This will both allow any new members of the 

council as well as interested members of our parish to participate. Additionally, during this 

review, a new chair for the Blacknest Fields working group will need to be appointed as 

Claire Fargeot has now left the council. 

 

That clear terms of reference are agreed for all working groups by full council. 

 

That it is made a matter of public record that Binsted Parish Council has never agreed to the 

sale of any part of Blacknest Fields. 

 

That full council acknowledge the significant interest and concern voiced by the local 

community around Blacknest Fields. 

 

 

Cllr Debbie Brooks 

10/06/2019 

 

 

 

 

 


